The synthesis and controlled hydrolysis is reported of (Me 3 SiCH 2 ) 2 SnX 2 (X = CI (1), Br (2)), which provided the water adduct (Me 3 SiCH 2 ) 2 SnCl 2 -H 2 0 (la), and the symmetrically substituted dimeric tetraorganodistannoxanes [R 2 (X)SnOSn(X)R 2 ] 2 (X = CI (3), OH (5); R = CH 2 SiMe 3 ). The asymmetrically substituted dimeric tetraorganodistannoxanes [R 2 (HO)SnOSn(Cl)R 2 ] 2 (4, R = CH 2 SiMe 3 ) was prepared by a redistribution reaction of 3 and 5. Dehydration of 5 using activated molecular sieve afforded the trimeric diorganotin oxide, [(Me 3 SiCH 2 ) 2 SnO] 3 (6). Compounds la, 3, 5 and 6 were investigated by X-ray diffraction.
Introduction
(Me3SiCH2)2SnPh2 + 2 HX -2 PhH (Me 3 SiCH 2 )2SnX2 (1)
1,X=CI 2, X=Br
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DIAMOND [12] presentation of (Me 3 SiCH 2 ) 2 SnCl 2 -H 2 0 (la). Selected bond lengths: Snl-Cll: 2.497(3), Snl-C12: 2.375(2), Snl-C12: 3.805(2), Snl-Ol: 2.404 (8) .
Notably, the hydrolysis of (Me 3 SiCH 2 ) 2 SnCl 2 (1) with sodium hydroxide under different reaction conditions providing the dimeric tetraorganodistannoxane [R 2 (Cl)SnOSn(OH)R;] 2 (4, R = CH 2 SiMe 3 )) was already reported by Puff et al. [6] , An alternative method for the preparation of 4 is given below. The molecular structure of [R 2 (Cl)SnOSn(Cl)R 2 ] 2 (3, R = CH 2 SiMe 3 ) is shown in Figure 2 .
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The hydrolysis of (Me 3 SiCH 2 ) 2 SnBr 2 (2) with sodium hydroxide under reactions conditions comparable to those described by Puff et al. [6] for the preparation of [R 2 (Cl)SnOSn(OH)R 2 ] 2 (4, R = CH 2 SiMe 3 )) gave the dimeric tetraorganodistannoxane [R 2 (HO)SnOSn(OH)R 2 ] 2 (5, R = CH 2 SiMe 3 )) (Eq. 3), for which the molecular structure is presented in Figure 3 . (6) , which could be isolated and investigated by X-ray diffraction. The molecular structure is depicted in Figure 4 . R' R
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The compounds 1-6 were also characterized by multinuclear NMR spectroscopy in solution and in the solid state, as well as by electrospray mass spectroscopy. However, these results will be published in a forthcoming paper [11] ,
